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in an excited state saying that many Mussalmans had been
killed. They had lathis with them. Maulana Saheb pacified
them and told them that he and I were going to investigate and
that, whatever had happened, they must not think of taking
revenge for what they might consider wrong done by Hindus.
They listened to Maulana Saheb and consented to disperse. On
reaching the gate, we met Mr. Sen Gupta who told us that when
he arrived there, there was a free fight going on which was stop-
ped with some difficulty. Police were guarding the approaches
and the compound seemed to have been cleared of strangers. We
then went to 'Coolie barracks and on the way met a large crowd
of Hindus armed with lathis. Upon enquiring, they said they had
gathered there in self-defence as they were afraid of being at-
tacked by Mussalmans. I spoke to them at some length and told
them that the information at our disposal went to show that Hin-
dus had mercilessly assaulted Mussalmans who were numerically
much weaker than they. And I told them that, if they had done
wrong, they should apologize. One of them said that a cotv was
killed in the lines contrary to custom and that that enraged the coolies.
We then went to the spot where the cow was said to have been
killed. Upon reaching, we found there was no ttace whatsoever
of any cow having been killed on the spot that was shown to us.
There were parts of a carcass without the skin. Mussalmans
present told us that the cow was killed in a mosque and the
meat, after the skinning, was brought to their homes in their car-
riage. There was no blood or any other mark of slaughter. The
Commissioner of Police, Mr. Tegart, was present whilst we were
making enquiry. So far as I can judge the blanje appears to me to
be wholly that of Hindus. I told accordingly, and I did not
find any serious contradiction. The Hindus even asked for forgive-
ness of Mussalmans and said that they would not repeat the wrong.
Up to that time, according to information in the possession of the
Commissioner of Police, no deaths had occurred, though, among
many injured Mussalmans, two were in a serious^ state. Maulana
Saheb pacified the Mussalmans and told them that they ought
not to give any credence to exaggerated reports and up to that
time no one had died. He asked them all to disperse quietly
which they consented to do. Assuming the truth of what we heard
and saw, there is no doubt that Hindu coolies were entirely in the
wrong and that they had hurt innocent Mussalmans and made
themselves responsible for at least one death which, as I now
understand, has occurred. It is terrible to contemplate that, ac-
cording to information given to me by the Associated Press